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SUBJECT: RABBI GOLDRICH 

REF: STATE 253745 

1 . BELIEVE RABBI GOLDRICH AND HIS ASSOCIATES NEED NO 
PARTICULAR USG ASSISTANCE WITH REGARD TO THEIR PROPOSED 
VISIT TO SYRIA. THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO ENTER SYRIA, TRAVEL 
FREELY IN COUNTRY, AND MAKE LOW-KEY CONTACT WITH MEMBERS 
OF DAMASCUS AND ALEPPO JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN SAME MANNER 
AS OTHER AMERICAN JEWISH VISITORS HAVE IN PAST. ASSUME THEY 
WILL BE APPLYING FOR VISAS IN NORMAL MANNER THROUGH SYRIAN 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. 

2. WE AGREE THAT ANY VISIT WHICH APPEARS TO SYRIANS TO 
BE PUBLIC RELATIONS OR POLITICALLY ORIENTED COULD MAKE 
FUTURE CONTACTS AND VISITS CONCERNING SYRIAN JEWRY MORE 
DIFFICULT. WE WOULD ADD THAT VISIT AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME 
MAY FACE SEVERAL ADDITIONAL OBSTACLES, FIRST 

BEING THAT IN ALL LIKELIHOOD GROUP WILL BE UNABLE TO 
OBTAIN HOTEL SPACE IN DAMASCUS. IN ADDITION. OWING TO 
LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN LEBANESE CRISIS, SYRIAN INTERNAL 
SECURITY MEASURES AND INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN 
STEPPED UP. AS A RESULT, SYRIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY, ALONG 
WITH SYRIAN POPULACE IN GENERAL, IS LIKELY TO BE PARTICULARLY 
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FYI. IF RABBI GOLDRICH DOES VISIT SYRIA, WE EXPECT THAT 
SYRIAN IEWISH COMMUNITY LEADERS THEMSELVES WILL ADVISE HIM 
REGARDING HIS CONTACTS WITH COMMUNITY AT LARGE. HOW HE WOULD 
BE WELCOMED BY INDIVIDUAL JEWISH FAMILIES WILL 
DEPEND IN LARGE PART ON THESE LEADERS' VIEWS. END FYI. 

3. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING DATES OF RABBI 
GOLDRICH S PROPOSED TRAVEL, IF HE COMES, AND NAMES OF 
HIS ASSOCIATES. 

MURPHY 
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